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4 CORINTHIANS, AVL 19. 


d Ir TIMOTHEUS cot, SEE THAT HE MAY BE WITY 
YOU WITHOUT YEAR; FOR HE WORKETN THE. WORK 


OF THE LORD. 8 


* 
— 


HE relation of miniſter 3 7 8 being 


now to commence, a contemplation of ſome of 


the duties, rights, and expectations which it cxe- 
ates, can neither be unſeaſonable nor unedifying. To 
the former it will preſent a proipett of what he muſ} 


| do and ſuffer ; to the latter of what they may expect 
and claim: and by the divine bleſſing may tend to 
make him humble, circumſpeR, and diligent ; and, 
them ſerious, affectionate, and reſpeciful | > 


$6 Now if Timotheus come, ſee that he may 'be 


Kh you without fear” 3 let him not feel a Jiſtreſſin 8 8 


fear of any evil diſpoſition or condutt in you; or of a- 
ny of thoſe difficulties and diſcouragements which 
may impede and fruſtrate his exertions for your ſpi- 
ritual welfare; „ for he worketh the work of the 
Lord” ; he. ſuſtains the office and character of a min- 


iſter of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; and he needs and de- 


— 
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mands every encouragement and aſſiſtance from y you, 
ina work ſo i important, ſo ſacred, and arduous. _ 


IN confarmity to the text, and the occaſion, having 


F. Ins r, Surveyed ſome leading duties and qualifi, 
cations of a chriſtian miniſter, we ſhall = 


SECONDLY, Explain and enforce the exhortation to 
people, to ſee that their * & be with them with- 
gut fear”, - 


Ix the rr place, we ſurvey ſome leading duties 
and qualifications of a chriſtian miniſter. In the text 
he is deſcribed in general terms, as one who laboreth 
in the work of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, This work is 
various and extenſiye. The firſt branch of this work 1s 
INSTRUCTION, What reaſon and revelation teach, reſ- 
petting the nature, Origin, and deſtiny of man, muſt 
be explained and inculcated by the paſtor, who will 


| feed his people with knowledge and underſtanding. 
If nature is the work and reaſon the gift of God, ſuch 


a paſtor will employ all the arguments and motives, | 


which can be drawn from both theſe ſources, in favor 
of religion and virtue. The chriſtian teacher muſt lay 


open the evidences of the diviae authority ofthe ſcrip+ 
tures ; that the unbelieving may be convinced, the 
wavering determined, and the faithful confirmed; tax- 
ing care, not to diſcredit ſelf evident truths, by at- 
tempting to prove them; not to injure a good cauſe 
by a weak defence, and not to raiſe objections for. 


the ſake of anſwering them, 


n Dr 


Bor the evidences of revelation are diſplayed for 
the ſake of its contents. A great buſineſs of the mi- 
niſter is to explain and inculcate the poctrines of the 
ſeriptures. Whatever they clearly teach; or require 
us to infer, refpefting God and man, Chriſt and the 
Holy Spirit ; the terms.of pardon and acceptance, and _ 
the ſanctions of the goſpel, the joys of heaven, and 
the pains of hell, are topics for the labored and fre- 
quent diſcuſſion of the chriſtian miniſter. In com- 
municating his views of the chriſtian dectrines, his 
judgment and conſcience may dictate ſome reſpect to 
the prejudices of his hearers, whilſt he muſt tremble 
at the thought of ſuppreſſing, what he deems funda- 
mental truth or very important truth, from the fear 
of man; regardleſs of the conſequences of plainneſs 
of ſpeech upon his popularity; and indifferent, whe- 
ther he be denounced as a heretic, or celebrated as an 
orthodox Preacher. 8 


Sixcx, however, the end of faith is practice; and 
all the doftrines and fanctions of chriſtianity are de- 
ſigned to make us good men, his greateſt ſtreſs will be 
laid on evangelicalmoxatity. He will give continual 
and earneſt inſtruttions upon practical religion; by 
which is meaned, not an exterior decency of manners, 
but holineſs of heart and life; a conſecration of the 
affections and actions to God. He is to paint virtue 
in all its charms, and vice in all its deformity: to de- 
Trend to all the particular duties, belonging to the va- 
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tlety of characters, ſituations, ages, employments, diſ- 
- poſitions, and temptations among his people: endea- 
vouring, in explaining moral precepts, to avoid licen- 
tiouſneſs on the one hand, and feverity on the other : 
aiming to maſter the heart; to detect all the artifices 
and diſguiſes of fin, to n the reigning and faffr- 
ionable vices ; and to ſhow to every Man a picture of 
himſelf. This ſerious and practical, is far more dif- 
ficult,- than doctrinal, metaphyſical, and polemical 
preaching ; yet he muſt perſiſt in it, though ſome ſpe- 
culative divines or laymen, may deny him the praiſe of 
ingenuity, for inculcating duty, inſtead of diſcuſſing 
points; though he be ſpurned by zealots as a legal 
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1 preacher, or a heathen moraliſt; or though many be 

i offended, with what they conſider ri gorous jeſſons, and | 

| harſh reproofs. The chriſtian miniſter is to embrace ; 

BY all proper opportunities of giving inſtrudtion in pri- 
i Late coxvxksarioxs; and in cargcntsing where his 
1 people will ſend their children; while the principal 
N Part of his work is to be done in public diſcourſes. In 

f the compoſition and delivery of theſe diſcourſes, how | 
{ careful muſt he be to have a predominant regard to 
| the ſpiritual benefit of his hearers, aiming, not to gain , 
Fl | applauſe, but to do good; not to entertain the 
ik fancy and intereſt the paſſions; but to enlighten the ; 
| judgment, and to warm the heart? Then will his de- 5 
| livery be without affectation, his ſtyle freealike, from g : 
1 4 falſe glare of eloquence, and an inſipid coldneſs ; 

5 

l 


t 5 1 


anf his whoſe manner of addreſs, gate earneſt, and 2 
Pert laſive. | | 5 


Tus time will not 1105 us to > be particular o on a WA 
COND claſs of duties belonging to the chriſtian miniſ- 
ter, which conſiſts in leading i in the public devotions, 
| in adminiſtering the ordinances, and in doing a certain 
Part of the government and diſcipline of the church, 


Wr proceed to a THIRD. moſt delicate and impors 
tant part of his office, which conſiſts in adapting his 
preaching and condutt to individuals, according to the 
diveriity of their charaQers and circumſtances. He 
is expected to be ready as opportunity offers, to in · 
firud the ignorant, counſel the perplexed, and com- 
fort the afflicted; the tempted he muſt warn and forti - 
fy ; the gainſaying confute; the offending reprove, 
and the hardened rebuke, as circuniſtances allow : and 
to the tender and relenting ſpeak the peace and conſo- 
lation of the goſpel. He mult ſeat himſelf by the ſick. 
bed; arid whilſt he feels for the diſeaſed body, feel 
more ſenlibly for the wounded mind, and the immor- 
tal ſoul ; arid to him it belongs to improve the ſoft· 
neſs of heart, produced by afflition, to make good 
impreſſions. The young are to engage his ſpecial at 
tention; when he remembers the command of the great | 
Shepherd, © to feed his lambs” as well as his ſheep ; and 
reflects that youth is the ſeed time for eternity. f 
Many of * duties 10 individuals can indeed be 
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performed with leſs advantage by the miniſter, than by 
other chriſtians; from the difficulty he is under of a 

ſufficient knowledge of facts and characters; his fewer 
opportunities of acceſs, and the conſequent miſchief, 
reſulting from miſtaken ideas; and ill adapted modes 

: of addreſs. It belongs to you private chriſtians, © to 
provoke unto love and to good works“; and it is a 
monſtrous and abſurd idea, that theſe oftices are pecu- 
lar to the miniſterial office. . 


b | "Tr will be in vain, however, that the miniſter preach; 

I pray, adminiſter ordinances, viſit the ſick, and give in- 
| ſtruction and admonition, if the general tenor of his 

þ converſation arid practice, be not worthy of the gol- 
If pel. Hence 


i | ounrurr; It is his indiſpenſible duty to ſet a good ol 
example. “ge thou an example of the believers in 

word, in converſation, in charity, in ſpirit, in faith, in 

lo purity.“ He will not give up his eſſential right of 

ſreedom of action in compliance with every prejudice 

. and humour; yet; is there a caſe in which it is doubt- 
ful where the right ends and the bad begins? it is ex- 1 


| pected he make all the judicious and candid ſenſible,; | | ö 
0 that he is within the diſputed limit. Sooner than be 
[i thought to offend againſt temperance, he will be abſte - = 
7 | mious; againſt candor, ſuppreſs even innocent re- - 
[1 marks upon character; againſt decent gravity; avoid; a 
. freedoms 1 in themiclygs barmlcls, = =: | 
wy ; ; = , 
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Wr have etched ſome of the leading duties of the 
Chriſtiam miniſter, which ariſe from the nature and de- 
| fGign of the office, and the requirements of the goſpel. 
Every one muſt be ſenſible, that to the acceptable and 
uſeful diſcharge of them various qualifications of head 
2nd heart are neceſſary. A chriſtian miniſter: ſhould be 


4 


1. A coop general as well as theological ſcholar. 
Among the branches of knowledge with which it is 
important he ſhould be acquainted, are logie, chat he 
may know the rules of right reaſoning; rhetoric, that 
he may have the art of adapting a diſcourſe to its right 
end z natural theology, which compriſes what reaſon can 
prove reſpecting the deity, and a future ſtate; moral phi- 
loſophy, which teaches the nature and grounds of moral 
obligation; andtrue metaphyſick, which explains the 
powers and operations of the human mind. It is deſire; 
. able that he ſhould have ſome acquaintance with hiſto- 
ry, to aſcertain what man has been, and ſee the conduct 
orf Providence; vith thoſe works of fiction, which un- 
fold the paſſions of the heart ; and with life and man- 

ners, that he may know human nature, as it appears. in 
his own times and ſituation. Having obſerved what 
men moſt wiſh and eſteem, and moſt avoid and con- 
temn, by what avenues vice inſinuates itſelf into. the | 
"heart, and by what methods of application the atten- 
tion of the mind is engaged; having accurately obſery- 
. edthe peculiar tempers and capacities of the individuals 


to whom he is to addreſs himſelf; above Al „having ex- 


q aàmined himſelf, that by himſelf he may judge of others, 


1 he will be under advantages to apply his religious and 

p | moral knowledge to the underſtandings and hearts of 

| men with happy effect. For this knowledge is the pro- 
| per ſcience of a miniſter, The ſacred ſcriptures myſt 
li be his principal and conſtant ſtudy. That he may aſcer- 


tain their ſcope and end, their doctrines and require- 

* | ments, given to us without the arrangement and eluci- 
dation of ſy ſtem, ſcattered as they are through various 
books of various authors of 1 various periods, he will 
need to ſearch into the cuſtoms, menners, and phraſe- 

; ology of the ages and countries in which they were 
— vritten, and to be acquainted with the original lan- 
guages, and with the rules of juſt criticiſm, If he 
ſtore his mind with a variety of moral and divine ſenti. 1 

j | ments; ; by converſing much with the deyotional and 

0 Praktical writings of rational and pious men; impreſl. 

i | Ing himſelf with the views and ſcelings which they have 

entertained reſpetting the great ſubjett of religion, it 

vill tend greatly to the clearneſs and force of his gyn 

conceptions, to the growth of his own good affections, 

i and by natural conſequence, to his power of enlighten- 


. * * ——— ů — ei fy, * 
— 9 2 ROO * — — — * I 
FFT 
— — 


— — 
8 3 1 
3 by * — 
F 
— 


| 
k ing the minds and affeQin ing the hearts of © others, But 
i time does not allow us even to mention all the kinds 
0 | of information which! it would be deſirable for a miniſ- 
0 ; ter to poſſeſs, Though he may be uſeful, who has not 


—_ 


purſued his inquiries upon the moſt extenſive ſcale ; ; 


the, more exienſive it can be, che more means of 
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ofcfulueſs does he poſleſs ; and though it is not ex- 
pected that any one upon his entrance upon the work, 
have more than got into one corner of this field of 
knowledge, it ſhould be his aim, both as a duty, and a 
pleaſure, to ſet no bounds to his reſearches, but thoſe 
which are fixed by the want of books and leiſure, or 
the calls of actiye duty. 


Water it is important chat the chriſtian milde 
be a good ſcholar, it is ſtill more important that he be 
a good man. His own heart and life muſt be brought 
under the power of that religion; which he 1s to teach 
and inculcate to others. Delighting himſelf i in virtue, 
he will find delight i in endeavouring to promote it in 
- others ; and himſelf devoted to God and duty, he will 
be addive, cheerful, and conſtant in engaging others in 
the ſame ſervice. A fervent ſpirit of devotion will 
infuſe an engaging life into his public performances; 
give a compoſed yet cheerful gravity to his general 
demeanour, and make his ſtudies and labours light and 
pleaſing. Superior to the undue love of the world, 
he will not engage in buſineſs foreign to his profeſſion, 
Where he can ſubliſt without it; nor waſte his time in 
idle inactivity or unneceſſary amuſements. Thus being 
better enabled to break the ſatal enchantments which 
"binds mankind to the objects of time and ſenſe ; filled 
with love of his fellow men in general; and above all to 
that portion of them which he is appointed by Provt- 
dence to conduttt to everlaſting happineſs ; his exertions 


I 14 n 


5 m their cauſe will be ready and conflant ; he will feel 
that to enjoy happineſs is to communicate it ; to bleſs 
is to be bleſt, and will be enabled to exemplify {ome 


of thoſe evangelical virtues moſt oppoſed, yet moſt 
i ornamental to human nature, moderation, catholiciſm, 
j forgivenſs, and condeſcenſion. I might enlarge on 
i other dlvine and moral qualifications, important to the 
I right diſcharge of the paſtoral office; patience to wait 
* ſucceſs of his labours, and bear ill ſucceſs; inde- 
fl pendence to raiſe him above the fear of man; zeal and 
h conitancy, prudence, and moderation. The general 
if view we have taken of the duties and qualifications of 
1 him who performs the work of the Lord, dictates the | 
exclamation * who is ſufficient tor theſe things 3 * Sure- | 
0 ly none. Let none expett to reach this high hand JK, - 
| ard. The world will corrupt him; his evil inclina- TT 
* tions and deſires will ſeduce him: his bad habits wil en- „ 
ih: | flave him. He will be called into, many arp con- 
g flicts, which will not be always crowned with victory. 
i But let not any deſpair, for greater is he that is with 
us, than they that are againſt us. Let the lofty emi- 

nence be ever kept in his eager and ſteady view. By 
continual efforts, with earneſt prayers, let him ſeek to 


advance; if he falls rife again, and never diſheartened, 

tread on in the glorious path. If ſuch be the difficult 
and arduous nature of the work of a chriſtian mimiſter, 
will a people ſuffer him to be with them with fear? 

Will they add to all his other diſcouragements thoſe 


U 15: J 
of their diſaffection, their inconſtancy and levity, their 


ſeverity and harſhneſs; their ſelfiſhneſs and narrow- 
nels ; ; their indifference and inattention. Let me 


Sxcox p, Proceed to the ſecond thing propoſed, and 


briefly explain and enforce the exhortation to people 
to ſee, that their miniſter £ with them wi cout fear 


I exhortation cannot mean that a nog mould 
endeavour to diveſt their miniſter of all fear whatever, 
6 Happy i is he who feareth always.” There are fears 
which become him as a man and as a miniſter. He 


ſhould have a proper fear of the natural evils of life, 
that he may guard againſt them ; and eſpecially of all 


moral evil, that he may ſtrive to avoid it. He ſhould 
tear himſelf, and fear the world. He ſhould fear 
temptation and fear tranſgreſſion. He ſhould fear leſt 
he be unfaithful in his ſacred office; leſt he handle the 
word of God deceitfully or careleſsly, and the ſouls 
committed to him periſh by his neglect. He will imi- 
tate the great apoſtle, if he have a reaſonable fear of 
ill ſucceſs, who ſaid, J am afraid of you, leſt I have 
beſtowed labour in vain.” But there are fears which 
either from the objects to which they are directed, or 


the violence of their degree, muſt injure, perhaps de- 
ſtroy his peace and uſefulneſs, which a people ſhould 


endeavour to mitigate or remove. It is highly deſir- 
able and important, that a miniſter ſhould be without a 


N — fear of che dilaffection of bis people, vow 
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cauſe it muſt damp and fruſtrate his exertions ; and of 
want, becauſe want is not only in itſelf as diſagreeable 
to him as to other men; but becauſe he cannot with this 


evil be decent in the eyes of the world, or have leiſure 


and diſembarraſſment to purſue his ſtudies, or think of 
a a helpleſs and needy family without a bleeding heart. 


He ſhould not have a diſtreſſing fear of the cenſorious 


and bigoted temper of his people, ſince it diſcourages 2 


his freedom in communicating his views of divins 


truth, and checks all freedom of behaviour. If he have : 


reaſon to apprehend a peculiar unſuceeſsfulneſs in his 


work, ſo that he labours in vain, and ſpends his 


ſtrength for nought, it cuts the nerves of action, and 


makes his life a burden too great almoſt for fleſh and 
blood to bear. Theſe and other fears to which he is 


expoled, his people ſhould endeavour, that as far as | 
poſſible, he ſhould have no feaſon to entertain. 


By what means, let it be enquired, do they pros 


mote this deſirable objett ; ; and have their miniſter 


with them, without injurious and diſtrating fear 7 
Certainly in general, by a temper. and behaviour cor- 
reiponding to the relation, which he and they ſuſtain 

to each other. They muſt entertain juſt ſentiments . 
about his character and office; conſidering thathe is not 
the obje& of any ſuperſtitious regard; as one capable 
of procuring any advantages for them, not inthe pow-. 
er of every pious chriſtian ; and that he has not ſo. 


much to do in the work of their ſalvation as them- 


: BJ * _ 


1 

ſelves. They ſhould remember that he has the ſame ä 
nature with themſelves, is offended with what offends 
them; pleaſed witli what pleaſes them: He is not 
raiſed above natural feelings arid deſires; by religious 
meditations and hopes ; having as much need of caſy 
circumſtances, a good reputation, kind friends, and » 
ordinary gratifications as any other chriſtian. * That 
he may be among them without fear,” they muſt not 
only form juſt opinions of his charaQer and office:; 
but obſerve a right temper and conduct. If they will 
attain this object, they will ſhow him love and reſpett. 
Love and reſpe& will prevent uncharitable and cenſo- h 
rious feelings, and make every labour light, every ſa- 
crifice eaſy. We beſeech you brethren, ſaith Paul 
to the Theſſalonians, to know them which labour 
among you, and are over you, and eſteem them highly 
in love for their works ſake.” Let the elders that 
rule well be counted worthy of double honor, eſpe- 
cially they who labour in word and doctrine. . Whilf 
we diſclaim any arrogant pretenſions to a dominion 
over your faith, we may inſiſt on the propriety of an 
affectionate and reſpectful treatment, as due not only 
to our feelings, but to the dignity and importance of 
the inſtitution; and whilſt we condemn a reſerved and 
diſtant behaviour towards a miniſter, every conſide. 
rate perſon agrees with us in pronouncing licen- 
tious or profane language or behaviour in prefence of 
a clergyman, to 4 as unmannerly as they are unchrif- 
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1 
tian. A miniſtry muſt be uſeleſs and unſuccefsſul, 
in proportion as it is ridiculed and deſpiſed. | 


A prezvr and comfortable ſupport f 1s dictated 
by a deſire to keep a miniſter without diſtracting fear. 
Whilſt in ſeveral inſtances the alteration in the times 


has been conſidered i in compenſations: to the profeſ- 


ſion ; che very frequent neglett of the congregations in 


this country to raiſe the ſalaries of clergymen, in ſome 


praportion to their decreaſed value, appears like a 
very great inattentiom or diſregard to an obligation of 
common juſtice, and fixes a ſtain on their moral cha- 
racter. Every man, in every tow and pariſh, who 
has any feeling for a miniſter, and who enters into his 


ſituation, is ſenſible of the truth of this animadverſion. 


The fact is, that it is not the litera contract, but 
che demands of the ſituation which conſtitute the rule | 
of compenſation to'a miniſter ; and that he may have 
more means of ſupport than many of his people, and 
yet be very injuriouſly treated, and grievouſly embar- 
raſſed, if theſe means, are not ſufficient to ſupport him 
in the tepigable ſtyle; of living in his profeſſion. 


A '$xxIovs and regular attendance upon worſhip 5 
and ordinances, with fome correſpondence i in the life | 
to the profeſſion, is neceſſary: to the deſirable object we 
are contemplating. This attendance and this decency | 
at leaſt of behaviour, are not only means but eviden- 


ces of religlon, Why is a man appointed to preach' 


1 „ 1 

f not to be heard ? Why to lead in worſhip if not to be 
joined? Attendance however is not all, but attendance 
with a ſerious and inquiſitive ſpirit, and with the 
fruits of it manifeſted by a chriſtian temper and cha- 
rater. The faithful miniſter hopes his people will 
not only hear him with attention, but hear him with 
candor and ſelf. application. If they are drowſy and 
ſtupid under his preaching; if they are bigoted and 
genſorious; laying ſtreſs on defects of manner; ex- 
pekting entertainment rather than inſtruction, and no- 


velty rather than utility: If they inſiſt on his advance- 
ing only their tenets and uſing their phraſes ; as though 
they were ſo infallible or ſo honeſt, that every man's 


mind muſt be tried by their own, as a true ſtandard, 


and they had a monopoly of all wiſdom and all good- 
neſs, his hope i 1s diſappointed ; and he cannot be with 
them without painful and diſtreſſing fear. He hopes 


that they will not hear him repreſent the infinite im- 
portance of religious goodneſs, and go away and att 


as if every thing elſe were more important; but that 


they will ſhow he has not laboured in vain, by their 


ſpirit of deyotion and attendance on worſhip ; their 
works of charity and equity, their meekneſs and for- 
bearance, their ſelf-government and moderation; their 


detachment from a tranſient and unſatisfying world ; 
their lively ſenſe of divine things ; their elevation and 


purity of ſoul, and their ardent deſire of advancing in 


the divine life, 
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* FurTHER, „che people who endeavour that their mi- 


niſter ſhall © be with them without fear,” will put a 


fair and candid conſtruQion on his converſation and 
behaviour; ſenſible that he muſt have che imperfeQions 
of human nature, as well as peculiar faults and foibles 
of his own. Inſtead of proclaiming thoſe infirmities 
and errors, which more or leſs are found in the beſt 


men, to an unmerciful world, they will draw oyer them 


the mantle of charity, and vindicate his reputation 
againſt the prejudiced, the cenſorious, end the raſh, 
Expoſed as he is to many a jaundiced eye, and many a 
babbling tongue, they will have fre quent opportunities 
of evincing their friendſhip, by defending his charaQter. 


Taz people we have deſcribed will ſhare his afflic- 
tzons, for he 1s their ſympathetic friend. They will 
live peaceably with each other, and with him; for 
* where envying and ſtrife is, there is confuſion and 
every evi] work.” Their diviſions muſt be his griet, 
as well as their miſery. Above all, they will not allow 
an unhallowed zeal to make dodtrines or diſcipline, or 
any affair of the church a ball of contention. A reli- 


gious quarrel is as great a contradiction in terms, as 


deyout blaſphemy or honeſt frayd, 


LastLy, The people we have deſcribed, wilt pray 
for their miniſter. Senſible of his dependence on divine 
aid for ſupport and encouragement, they will bear him 
in the arms of pious love to the throne of grace. By their 


| Pere they will keep alive a ſenſe ofthe -dificultiesand 5 


L 2. 1 


duties of his ſtation, and feel new and continual incite. 
; ments to lighten his labours, to comfort his heart, and to 
promote his uſefulneſs and joy. Suchis the general and 
imperfect view of the duties and qualifications of him, 
who works the work of the Lord, and of the temper 
and condutt on the part of his people, which may con- 
tribute to eaſe his mind of painful and diſtracting fear. 
What relation is more intereſting and important; and 
what duties are followed with more happy conſequen- 
ces than thoſe which are diſcharged by a miniſter to his 
people, by a people to their miniſter, - 


I an ſatisfied that you, my brother, feel a deep con- 


cern in this ſubjeR, and deſire to be one of thoſe miniſ- 
ters with whom a people © may be without fear.” 

That you may gain and ſecure this happineſs, I truſt 
you will endeayour to be able and faithful in your ſa- 
cred office ; that you will ſeek for knowledge as for 
hidden treaſure ; and for gifts and- graces that may 
make your labours pleaſant and improving to yourſelf, 


and acceptable and uſeful to your flock, If the miniſ- 


try have its reproaches and afflictions, it is not without 
its honors and ſatisfactions. If you enter into the ſpi- 
Tit of your office, you will be able to endure i its diffi- 
culties and trials; and find that every | ſacrifice to its du- 


ties carries a rich reward. May you experience the ac- 


compliſhment of that animating promiſe of the great 
head of the church, © Lo I am with you always.” May 


you be with this people without ſear, enjoying theirin- 


— — — — 
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creaſing affection and reſpect, contributing to their 
faith, hope, and charity; and having done and ſuffer- 
ed the will of God in the ſtation allotted you by a kind 
providence, be received to: a late aa gloriqus reward 

in heayen. 


untern friends of this church and ſociety. We 8. 
partake with you in the latisfaction of this day, and in 
your expectations of ſpiritual comfort and improve 
ment from the miniſter you no receive. May! he be 
to you *a repaiſer of breaches, and a reſtorer of paths 
9 | to dwell in”, We believe him one who will devote him- 


| ſelf to your ſervice; and who ought to be with you 

1 without diſcouraging or diſtrating fear. 

| "wt this may be his and your happy caſe, you 1 
a: will love, honor, and ſupport him ; conſider his tender ” 
in ſenſibilities ; attend upon his inſtruktions; be candid | 
. zn your judgments, and reaſonable in your expedta- - 
* tions; ; and . be at peace among yourſelves,” Long t 
„ may you rejoice in the light of his doctrine; and the 4 
. purity of his example; and having been united in the f 
j belief and defence, the obedience and conſolation of c 
i} the goſpel in this world, may paſtor and people be 5 
0 united with all the virtuous and holy, in one glorious F 
| j and | happy 2 in wer. | i f 
„ j 
|. 0 
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Rev. Mr. CLARK, 


or LEXINGTON. 


Ax SOVEREIGN God, whoſe work i is per- 


fe, whoſe ways are wiſdom, and whoſe benevolence 


never loſt ſight of the beſt good of his creatures, when, | 


by the APOsFacy of mankind, the FIRST covENANT, as 


It reſpetted them, became inſufficient to reſtore them 


to a ſtate of favor and felicity, was pleaſed to eſtabliſh 
a NEW COVENANT, for their redemption and reſtora- 


tion to virtue and happineſs « in the hand of a me- 
diator.” 


— 


Eanry notices were given c of thefe deſigns of wiſdom 
and grace, to a ſinful and periſhing world of men; and 


frequent i intimations, from time to time, were made 


of the coming of a mediator,'to carry. them to effef 
Under the goſpel Mah ” 


e 


F 

E 24 3 

* Gap, who at ſundry times, and in divers man- 
ners, ſpake unto the fathers by the prophets,” concern - 
ing this great and intereſting event, when the fulneſs 
of the time was come, ſent forth his ſon” into the world, 


who proclaimed © peace on earth, and good wall to- 


wards men,” and purchaſed redemption for ſinners up- 
on the terms of this x EN covENANT, and ſealed it with 


his blood. 


Josr before his aſcenſion into heaven, our Lord an- 
nounced to his diſciples the powers with which he was 
veſted, and gave them their commiſſion and inſtruc- 
tions, as the firſt miniſters in his Kin gdom, with aſſur- 


ance of his preſence and ſupport to them, their ſucceſl- 


ors in the miniſtry and the church, to the end of time, 
His words, on this occaſion, are ſolemn, important 
and affecting: ALL owe” faith Chriſt to his diſciples, 


* all power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. 


Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the F ather, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghoſt; teaching them to obſerve all chings 
whatſoever I have commanded you: and, lo, Iam 
with you alway, even unto the end of the world.” 


Ix like manner, it is on the ſame principles, by the 
| fame authority, for the ſame purpoſe, and with the 
ſame commiſſion and inſtruftions, (what was peculiar 
to the time and office of the apoſtles only excepted) 
that all true miniſters of Chriſt are introduced into the 


E 

facred character: And, we may add, with the ſamẽ 
aſſurances, of the preſence and ſupport of our com- 
mon Lord and head; as an encouragement to diligence; 
activity and fidelity; 1 in ſo arduous and difficult a work. 


| WurrEroRE, dear ſir, as God hath raiſed you up, 
and qualified you for fo j important an office ; led this 
beloved church and ſociety ſo generally to invite you 
to take the overſight of them in the Lord, and in- 
clined your heart to accept their invitation; and as 
you have, at this time, been publicly and ſolemnly 
ſeparated and conſecrated to the work of the miniſtry: 
by prayer and the laying on of the hands of the preſ- 
bytery : We; the miniſters of Chriſt, convened, at their 
requeſt, on this ſolemn occaſion, do, in his name, and 
by authority derived from him, ordain and declare you 
a miniſter of the goſpel, and paſtor of this church and 
flock of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in ſpecial. —And fur- 
ther, that you are hereby veſted equally with ourſelves, 
with all the authority, powers and privileges, known 
or pointed out in the goſpel, as belonging to the ſacred 


office. 


You are this day - put in truſt with the goſpel,” and 
to you it is given to preach the unſearchable riches of 
| Chriſt, to adminiſtet the ordinances of divine appoint- 

ment in his church, to do the work of the miniſtry, and 

to watch for ſouls, as ONE that muſt give an account. 


Tur office to which you are called, is hofiorable ar 
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facred. The work in which you now engage, is great 
and difficult, and the faithful diſcharge of the duties of 
your ſtation, may be of everlaſting conſequence both 
to yourſelf and to the people of your charge. All your 
time, all your talents, all your dligence and attention, 
will be little enough to an{wer the juſt expectations of 
God and his people. 

PzxMIT us then, elder in years and experience, ear- 
neſtly to exhort you, and in the preſence of this great 
aſſembly, and © before God and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
who will judge the quick and dead at his appearing 
and kingdom,” to. cnuarct you to © take heed to the 
miniſtry which you have receivedin the Lord, that you 
fulfil it.” „ Preach the word; be inſtant in ſeaſon, 
and out of ſcaſon ; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with alt 
fong ſuffermg and doctrine,” 


Ex careful to“ ſpeak the things which become 
found dottrine,” you will © in doctrine ſhew uncor- 


ruptneſs, gravity, ſincerity, ſound ſpeech that cannot 


be condemned”. * Renouncing the hidden things of 
diſhoneſty, not walking in craftineſs, nor handling the 
word of God deceitfully ;”-—* by the manifeſtation of 
the truth, you will commend yourſelf to every man's 
e bf in the ſight of God.” 


Tux word of God, and THAT ALONE, being the ſtand- 
ard of faith and practice, you will never * teach for 
doctrines the commandments of men,” however great 


. 
or good ; bly the truth of the goſpel in its native puriz 
ty and ſimplicity ; even * the truth as it is in Jeſus,” 


“ Chriſt and him crucified,” 5 Chriſt, the power 


of God, and the wiſdom of God, unto ſalvation,” of 
them that believe in his name and obey his goſpel. 

6 Qursrioxs that gender ſtrife rather than godly edi- 
fying, which is in faith,” you will ſtudiouſly avoid : 


but the great doctrines and duties of religion, you will | 


faithfully preach and publiſh, And with the holy 
apoſtle, you will more eſpecially c TesT1Fy, both to the 


Jews and allo to the GREEKS'—=TO ALL MEN, the ne- 


ceſſity and importance of 4 repentance towards Gods 
and faith towards our Lord Jeſus Chriſt,” as terms of 
pardon, acceptance and ſalvation, under the goſpel. 


Maxinc the holy ſcriptures your ſtudy, your guide 
and the man of your counſel, ybu can ſcarcely fail of 
declaring the whole counſel of God, and willnot bein 
danger of keeping back any thing that may be profits 
ble unto men. 


ATTENDING to the ſtate of the flock, you will wiſe- . 


ly adapt yourſelf, both in preaching, conduct and con- 
verſation, to their temper, character, circumſtances 
and neceſſities: And in all things, and at all times, be 


perſuaded to # ſtudy to ſhew yourſelf approved of 


"God, a workman that needeth not to be aſhamed, 
rightly dividing the word of truth”, 


IN a ſacred regard to the words of our Lord to Pe- 
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ter, it will be your duty and delight, to “ feed the 
ſheep, and to feed the lambs” of the flock committed 
to your charge ; that under your miniſtry, both elder 


— 


and younger may grow in grace, and in the knowledge 


ofour Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt”, and parents and 
children; all, in the end, may riſe up and call you bleſſed! 


PxzAcninc, however important a part of the miniſ- 
terial work, will have but little effect, without a liſe 


conformable to the precepts, the ſpirit and genius of 


the goſpel. Deeply impreſſed with a ſenſe of the ſa- 
cred nature of the doctrines and truths you preach, 
you will ever remember, that it becomes the pREACER 


to be an “ example to the believer, in faith, in chari- 


ty; in ſpirit, in purity, and in all good works.“ 


- Yov will adminifter the ordinances of the goſpel, 


BAPTISM and the LoRp's SUPPER, to the proper ſubjeQs 


of them, with a reverence, humility and ſolemnity, 


becoming their facred nature in religion, and | impor- 


— 


tant uſe in the church. 


Ix the diſcipline of Chriſt's houſe, the church, you 
will make it your care to lead and preſide with mo- 
deſty, firmneſs and integrity, 3 guarding a- 


gainſt all partiality. 


I oxLyY add—6* The things which thou haſt” hs. 
day 6 heard and received among many witneſſes, 
commit thou to faithful men, who ſhall be able to 


[ 29 ] 
teach others alſo”. * Lay hands ſuddenly on no man, 


neither be a partaker of other men 's ſins; keep thy- 
elf pure.” | | 


Tuts, my e is the . given to you, out 
of the Holy Scriptures, on this great and ſolemn oc- 
caſion : And to aſſiſt you in keeping it, in the words 
of the holy apoſtle, you will permit us to ſay unto 


you—* Giye attendance to reading” t N eglett not 


the gift that is in thee” —* Meditate on theſe things : 
give thyſelf wholly to them, that thy profiting may 
appear to all, Take heed unto thyſelf, and unto the 
dottrine ; continue in them: For in doing this, thou 
ſhalt both ſave thyſelf, and them that hear thee.” 


IurnBSsED with a ſenſe of the greatneſs of che work 
in which you are engaged, the weight of the charge 
you have received, and your own dependance, be per- 
ſuaded, Sir, to live near to God, ta make him your reſort, 
in Chriſt, in every duty, in every danger and in every tri- 
al. Be much in prayer. Pray for yourſelf, and for the 
divine preſence and bleſſing, in your ſtudies, in your 
labours, and in all parts of your miniſtry. Pray for 
the people of your charge, that the word of God, and 
the inftitutions of the goſpel, by you diſpenſed, may 
be effeftual to their ſalvation and happineſs. Pray 
for all men, that they may come to the knowledge of 


the truth, and be ſaved. In a word, by being faithful 


unte death, may you ſeek and ſecure a crown of life. 


_— 


l 
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Ap, for encouragement to fidelity and perſeverance, 
you may reſt aſſured, that if you keep this command- 
ment, without ſpat and unrebukable, to the coming of 

the Lord, when the chief ſhepherd ſhall appear, you 
ſhall appear with him in glory ;—And having turned 
many to righteouſnefs, you ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs 
of che firmament, and as a ſtar, in the kingdom of God, 
for ever and ever. 155 . 8 


RIGHT HAND or FELLOWSHIP ; 
FF 
Rev. Mr. CLARK, 


# $8 E goſpel of our glorious redeemer is a fyf- 
tem of love, admirably deſigned to ſuit the condition 
of fallen men, and to draw them into the prattice of its 
amiable virtues. To promote this deſign in a way 
conſiſtent with human feelings, ambaſſadors are 


* 


8 E 1 
commiſſioned by the ſpirit of God, to pro- 
claim the proffers and bleſſings of it, and to per- 
ſuade mankind, if poſſible, to conform to it. That 
they may happily ſucceed in this work, it is highly im- 
portant for their endeavours to be in ux iso, and their 
whole depertment to be a brilliant copy of that love 
they are required to inculeate upon others. There is 
a captivating charm emanating from a band of bro- 
thers, whoſe hearts appear unitedly warmed with the : 
nobleſt ſentiments, glowing with the pureſt aſſection, 
and whoſe individual and combined exertions aremoſt 
fervently employed in propagating the moſt benevo- 
lent of ſyſtems. Such an affecting harmony in ſenti- 
ment, ING and tee muſt have a — — 
would Promote, Je: to een, many to e, its 
intereſt. This harmony ought ever to be conſpicuous 
among the ambaſſadors of Chriſt. They ought not 
only to be cemented in heart- affection and fervent af- 
fection, but their union is to be szaLtD, and $0LEM- 
NIZED by an EXTERNAL TOKEN; ſignificant of their 
united ingraftment into the love of Chriſt, their com- 

bined engagement to promote his intereſt, and their 
mutual obligation to difcharge reciprocal. offices of 
love, counſel, and ſupport, in the ſervice of their com- 
mon maſter, The goſpel appellation for r this token | is, 


TE RIGHT HAND OF FELLOWSHIP, 


As you; dear brother, Have now been publicly en- 
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rolled among the ambaſſadors of Chrift, it remains to 
ſeal, and ſolemnize our union with you by Tarts Aros- 
TOLIC CEREMONY. Therefore, in the name, and by 
the defire of the venerable Council, here convened, I 
preſent you THE RIGHT HAND. By this friendly token, 
we welcome you into the labors of the chriſtian vine: 
yard ; embrace you as an equal partner with us in 
the dignittes of the paſtoral office ; ratify our union 
with you in the love and fellowſhip of the goſpel, and 


ſolemnly announce our readinefs to afſiſt, ſympathize; 


and rejoice with you in promoting univerſal love and 
piety. As we cheerfully pledge this by the tender of 
ox right hand, ſo your AccEPTANCE of it is, on your 
part, à public declaration of your readineſs to afford 
us equal help, « as occaſion and circumſtances require. 


Tux cauſe we are bound to promote is, that of love 
to God, and good will toward man. Though this 
work be eaſy and pleaſant in itſelf ; yet, through the 
hardneſs of men's hearts, it often becomes arduous, 
difficult, and diſcouraging, We need each others aid, 


cCounſel, and ſupport. We ſhall do well, my brother, 


to embrace all opportunities to ſtrengthen and encou- 
rage, comfort and enliven each other, while laboring 


through this vale of tears. As a friend, I adviſe your 


as a brother, I entreat YOU, TO BE WISE AS A SERPENT, 
AND HARMLESS AS A DOVE. Open the eagle- eye of 
caution upon all; carry the melting tongue of kindneſs 


to all; practically diſplay the unblamable image of 


1 „ — ol 

holineſs before all. Let the fire of opel love and 
piety ſo meliorate and inflame your heart, that all 
your friends may catch its genial warmth; and your 
enemies, if ſuch you have, may, inſtead of oppoſing, 


be melted into the ſame temper. Go forth, my bro- 
ther, and the Lord be with you. 


Buzruaz OF THE Cavzen, We extend the hand 


of effection to you, ſoliciting your help and ſupport 
for this our brother, in performing the important du- 
ties of his truſt among you. It is much in your pow- 
er to ſoothe his cares, to eaſe the burden of his trials, 
and to ſtrengthen him in the work of the Lord. 
As a friend and neighbor, deeply intereſted in your 
chriſtian welfare, I would preſs my friendly intreaties; 
that you would ever be ready to encourage him by ex- 
preſſions of love and kindneſs ; to animate him by a 
lively attendance on his preaching ; to magnify his of- 
fice, by treating him as an ambaſſador of God]; to re- 
member him with the tendereſt affection in your ad- 
Ureſſes to the throne of grace; and to crown his mi- 
niſterial labors by a peaceful and holy walk, accord- 
ing to the commands and ordinances of Chriſt. May 


you both be feelingly alive to your reſpettive duties, 


and finally receive of the great Shepherd, an unfading 


crown of everlaſting glory. 
E 


. 


1 
ö 
£ 


as 


j | \ 
F { 
8 a wow, 
| * : 
i 
. on 
{ ; 
i 
« o: 
| AF 
+ S 
| T.: 
: 
! 
| 3 
} W LONG 4 * 
Wn 

8 
* 
N 

. 

a 

Py 1 
* 
- * 7 
* 


* e 
3 r ” LE ad % 


2 r 


* 


} 
* 
* 
« 6 ba 
p 
8 
POE. 
T4 * 
REA 
pt of 
* 
! „ 
* 
no * 
» * 
4 
_ 
* 
. 
, * 
* \ 
% 
* 
1 
4 
* 
pl 
2 
: +4 
* 
kg LY ” 
* 
f 2 of 
* 
% 
* 
* 
I 
1 
— 
* 
. — 
. 
LI" 
B 
be 
& » 
— 
wy 


* , 
„ 4 Y c 
N 
* 
: * 0 9 * 
5 - * 0 _ 
4 fi 3 1 8 
9 # 4 
* 7 * * 84 5 


i 
#8. % 
17 4 - 4 
* * 4 
a . 
5 k * 4 . — e 
7 N ; J ' 4 ft 
ST 9 % * 4 
* % p 
* * d; [2 
1 = 
4 a 4 s N y ; 
: * 
* > * 
1 þ RY f , 
- { *** 
1 
, * 8 : 
. . b : 4 % 
/ k y Z 
* 15 F ' - 5 1 : i 
j "IT © n 
IS * 
£ K 
* 4 $ 4 2 
” * f { a7 
*% * 
J * 4 , * * 
1 — ES 
* . 
* * 4 [ 0 
et 1 1 ** 6 w 
4 4 # * , 
# „ % 
* = *. 4 


. 
-- 
«tt \ 

4 
» 

T4 

Pg 
% 

a6 a 
4 
* 

* 


6 4% — 
1 * 
2 1 
n 3 5 Þ 
\ . 
L 5 L ” 42 * R y 
4 
. 
* * * i 7 
* #”/ ” 
7 6 * „ 
* 4 
% > 4 
2 
* / 
' * 
. * 
* 
% of * % 
& 
* * 
* 
, 
* * . 
1 % 4 * 
* - 
7 * 7 a k . 
7 - — 4 
” 
' . 4 * 
» 
p W 0 - \ 
* 
* s — 7 — 
— 2 
” I 


* 
2 4 * * 4 ; - 
| © 8 ko, + 1 
- - 
5 — 
* * 1 X +, 
EY 1 4 4 by o 
; * + 4 * 
l k % £ * 1 7 N 
5 3, > Z 
? * 
ky " : 


* 
— > * 
j 1 1 
pF * + * 
— I - * 1 
* * 1 ” * 
5 » 
a 
RF" 
1 4 
2 
* * 
* - 
1 
” 
* 
/ * ' > 4 . 
a nab — .... b 
ITY ls BIT 222." CIOs, es - _ — ws A rr bay 8 25 5 —— — * 
AD, > — R = * . F r FFF 9 e BI er” 7» Lb ener 24h 
2 3 : ES, CE Ree Ed ern i re i ene | 2 
Se ph — * 5 c BE 4 
322 3 wes” WE" uae 1 . . > — — 
(ß A ” MOI 
f . —_ 
— IS * —— "4 —_ _— 


= ray 


